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About the niddle of Uevenber 1948, construction of a Skoda factory at Unicov 

weg started by the Prostejov branch of the Gzechoslovak Building Association. 
The factory ws to cover an area of about one square kilometer and was to con- 
sist of cieht ferrocencrete halls of various sizes, one administrative build- 
ing, and one buildinn which was to serve as a personnel office. Ali the halis 
wore to have normal ferroconcrete founditions. Hall No. 2 was completed in lay 
1950. and oniy the ferroconerete foundstions for halls No. 3,4,5,6,7, and $ had 
soen laid by that time. Masonry work on hall Wo. 1, the adninistrative building 
and the personnel buildine had. been comnleted in 1949. The Vitkovice Iron ‘forks 
furnished the steel remired in the construction, but the steel fron a dismantled 
feetory in Fotava wia used for hall No. 1. 


Tr eharse of the construction was an architect naned Pavlil: fron Prostejov, and 
ahout. 2,000 construction workers from Prostejov were emrloyed, 


A railroad connecting the rlant with the double-track railroad fren Tlonove to 
Undeov was also built. The entire riant was surrounded. by a brick wall 4m 
aioh. Electric current vas surplied by the ‘lest Moravian Power Plant. 


Froivetion in hall No. 1 was etarted in December 1949 under the thhnarcnent of 
Seabee and under the direction o7 the Skeda Yerks in Filsen. i% consisted of 
waking eaterpillar tractors and monntine them with Diese] enrines which vere 
then coming from Skoda-Pilsen. In May 1950 about 19 conplete tractors vere 
apodreed weekly. Machinery in hall No. 1 included a large number oF universal 
turning machines, evttine rachinos, erindine rachines and borers. A large 


asieeirie erane was located in the riddle of the hall. 


In Mey 1950 about 1,500 persons in thres shifts were employed in hali No. 1: 

a. number did not inciude eneineers, foramen and office workers. ‘isarly all 
ay toen vere transferred to this factory from Skoda-Filsen. Only a very snail 
peretntave of Local vorkers core enrloyed, and they had to undereo six months’ 
tradring at Skoda=-Filsen, Those whe vere transferred from Pilsen were hovset in 
a forrar hoarital at Unicov which had been rurchased by Sieoda for that purrose. 
About 30 norcent of all the emrlovees vere vomen, 


Joraie of the vorkers was maintained by force, and absenteeism wis runished 
br sentence to a foreed In tor canmr. 
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7. She folloyinn reraonnei were tmoun: 


4. Vrantisek Prochaz*a, head of the nersonnel department and a fanstical 
Corrunist Party menber. 


a. dng, Blaha, head of the technica? derarinent; he jotned the Communist 
Party after February 1948, 


ae Tesek, chairman of the workers! couneil. 


ek 


‘draunicka and Valenta, eadrs trustees 3 both are fanatical Punctionarios 
ef the Commanist Parchy. 


8, She factory was ruarded oy four merbers of the plant euard who wore civilian 
lothine, includine a black ean with a small square badea. They were armed 
omivy with  pistolsand were controlled by the £NB, especially at nivht. Com- 
“Uareer of tis mard vas Benes, son of the commander of tha CCR station at 
Jmicov. Sntry to the rlant wag rermitted only upon presentation of an identity 
var with rhotorranh vbieh wag issued by the personnel department of the factory. 


Security officer vas Hrdlicka, a Czech and a fanatical Communist. 


Atteechrent: Sketch showing location of Skoda buildinre under sonstruction at 
Uninov. 
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